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MISSOURI COMMUNITY NEWS 

NDC Academy 2009: Awards Showcasing Innovative Community Development 
Projects 

The National Development Council (NDC) is pleased to debut 
its first-ever Project Showcases to recognize the innovative 
work of community development practitioners around the 
country. A new component of the NDC Academy 2009, the 
Project Showcases give communities the opportunity to submit 

innovative projects and present them to participants at the 
Academy, May 12-14, in Washington, DC. Your submission must be received by 
Friday, March 27 for consideration. Read more... 
 
Springfield to Los Angeles Direct Air Service Now Available 
Allegiant Air announced last week that it is adding a new 
direct flight from Springfield-Branson National Airport 
(SGF) to Los Angeles International Airport (LAX). The 
twice weekly flight will begin on May 3 and makes the fifth 
Allegiant destination from Springfield and the 13th 
destination city available from SGF. Read more...  
 
NPE 2009: The International Plastics Showcase Sign Up 

The Missouri Department of Economic Development (DED) will be 
coordinating a booth at the NPE 2009 International Plastics 
Showcase in Chicago, June 22-26. DED is pleased to provide this 
opportunity at no charge. However, you must register by April 15 to 
participate in this event. All travel arrangements and sleeping rooms 

will be the responsibility of the participants. If you would like to be part of this great 
marketing opportunity, please fill out the registration form and e-mail, fax or mail it 
back to Annette Wallace by April 15. Registration Form... 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS

March 4, 2009 
Missouri Women''s 
Council Board Meeting 
 
March 4, 2009 
Economic Update 
Luncheon 
 
March 10, 2009 
GLOBE XVII Program 
(2nd of 9-month program 
that meets monthly on the 
second TUESDAY of each 
month, except April) 
 
March 15 - 17, 2009 
IEDC Federal Economic 
Development Forum 
 
March 17, 2009 
"The Intersection of 
Animal and Human Health 
Opportunities for 
Collaboration Between 
Canada and the Kansas 
City Region" 
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FOCUS ON MISSOURI 

Gov. Nixon Launches Transform.mo.gov as Missouri Portal for Economic 
Recovery Projects, Ideas, Stories  

Gov. Jay Nixon has launched Transform.mo.
gov, a centralized Web site where Missourians, 
non-profit organizations, local governments, 

businesses and others can submit proposals for projects that will use federal 
recovery dollars to create Missouri jobs and transform the state's economy for the 
21st century. The Web site will serve as the online hub for the Governor's Transform 
Missouri Initiative, which will oversee the state's planning and coordination to 
maximize the benefit of the federal recovery package. Read more... 
 
Grocery Distributor Brings 400 Jobs to Republic 
The addition of a 400,000-square-foot grocery distribution 
center is expected to bring 400 jobs to the southwest 
Missouri community of Republic. McLane, Incorporated - a 
Fortune 500 company - provides food and related services to 
grocery stores, restaurants, and other customers. Construction will begin almost 
immediately, with the opening of the warehouse set for about a year from now. When 
completed, the operation will create new jobs paying annual salaries of more than 
$32,000. Read more...  
 
Growth Happens in Tough Economic Times as Command Web – Missouri 
Announces Expansion Plans in Jefferson City 

Command Web Offset Company in Jefferson City announced plans 
this week for a $20 million expansion to its current facility in the 
Partnership Business Park. The project includes installation of digital 
technology machinery to image printing plates, a new state-of-the-art 

offset printing press, a new high-speed book binding line and a 
physical building expansion of approximately 45,000 square feet. The expansion will 
bring approximately 50 additional new job opportunities by the end of 2010. Read 
more...  
 

Tri-State Region Profile Report 
The Tri-State Region profile report was created through a joint 
effort of the Missouri Economic Research and Information Center 
(MERIC), the Illinois Department of Employment Security, and 
the Iowa Department of Workforce Development. This regional 
profile covers labor market information for 35 counties in 
Missouri, Iowa and Illinois in the Tri-State Development Summit 
Area. Read more... 

 

March 18, 2009  
Session 3 -  “So how do I 
get paid?" 
"The Basics of 
International Trade" 
Seminar Series 
April 8, 2009 - Session 4 
 
March 31 - April 1, 2009 
“Basic Training in the  
4-Point Main Street 
Approach to 
Revitalization” 
 
March 31 - April 2, 2009 
2009 Heartland Conference 
"Preparing the Workforce 
for the Changing Midwest 
Economy" 
 
April 1 - 2, 2009 
Missouri's Climate 
Change Dialogue and the 
Utility & Energy 
Conference 
 
April 19 - 22, 2009 
International Conference 
on Business Incubation - 
"Building on Best 
Practices" 
 
April 19 - 23, 2009 
Heartland Economic 
Development Course 
Adams Pointe Conference 
Center - Blue Springs, 
Missouri 
 
April 21 - 22, 2009 
Complying with U.S. 
Export Controls 
 
April 22 - 23, 2009 
Energy Summit 
 
April 22 - 24, 2009 
Exploring Innovation: A 
Conference on 
Community Development 
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Retail Trade Analysis: St. Louis Workforce Investment Area 
Retail trade is one of the key indicators of regional economic 
health, and pull factors measure the retail sales captured by 
counties. The retail strength of a county is a function of the 
customer base served, the buying power of the customer base, 
and overall quality of the retail environment. The St. Louis WIA 
Retail Trade report shows St. Louis County had the highest pull 
factor in the region, followed by St. Charles County. Read 
more... 
 

Gov. Nixon's Disaster 
Declaration for Counties 
Hit by Ice Storms 
Granted by President 
Obama 
A request by Gov. Jay 
Nixon for a major disaster 
declaration for parts of 
southern Missouri hit by 
last month's winter storms 
was granted last week by 
President Barack Obama. 
The declaration paves the 
way for counties and local 
entities affected by the 
storms to seek millions of 
dollars in federal funds for 
disaster-related costs. 
Read more... 
 
Recovery Act Includes 
First-Time Homebuyer 
Tax Credit 
On February 1, President 
Obama signed the 
American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009. 
This package increased 
the federal first-time 
homebuyer tax credit that 
is currently in place from  
$7,500 to $8,000 and 
waived the repayment of 
the credit. Since January 
14, 2009, Missouri  
Housing Development 
Commission (MHDC) has 
implemented a new 
product that enables first-

Martínez Touts Missouri 
Career Center 
Reemployment Services 
DED Director Linda 
Martínez issued a press 
release this week 
encouraging Missourians 
to take advantage of the 
valuable career assistance 
resources they have 
available to them through 
Missouri‘s 43 Career 
Centers and the state job 
matching system 
MissouriCareer 
Source.com. Martinez 
detailed the specific types 
of assistance provided by 
the state’s workforce 
development professionals 
and also highlighted the 
resources available to 
businesses. Interim DWD 
director Mark Bauer noted 
how the worker skill 
development available 
through the centers will 
play a critical role in 
Missouri’s economic 
recovery. Martínez has 
made worker training her 
key focus as new DED 
director. She says the 
federal economic stimulus 
bill, which contains ample 
increases in employment 
and training funds, and 
Governor Nixon’s Show 
Me JOBS initiative will 

Petscreen Chooses 
Columbia for U.S. 
Headquarters 
A United Kingdom-based 
animal health company has 
chosen Columbia, Missouri 
for its U.S. headquarters. 
PetScreen, Ltd., a 
Nottingham, England 
animal research company 
will lease 800 square feet 
of wet lab space in the 
University of Missouri Life 
Science Business 
Incubator at Monsanto 
Place. PetScreen focuses 
on developing novel 
detection and treatment 
tools for the major aging-
related diseases in dogs 
and cats, (e.g. cancer, 
renal disease). 
Read more... 
 
Entrepreneurial Training 
Program Launched by 
Kauffman Foundation 
The Ewing Marion 
Kauffman Foundation 
announced a $1 million 
initiative last week to 
provide its FastTrac 
entrepreneurial training 
programs in communities 
that have been hit hard by 
the recession and layoffs. 
The foundation has 
committed $500,000 to the 
FastTrac LaunchPad 

April 23, 2009 
How To Develop an 
Export Management and 
Compliance Program 
 
April 30 - May 1, 2009 
Entrepreneurial and Small 
Business Strategies 
 

PAST ISSUES

Missouri Focus 
February 20, 2009 
 
Missouri Focus 
February 13, 2009 
 
Missouri Focus 
February 6, 2009 
 
Missouri Focus 
January 30, 2009 
 

DED PRESS RELEASES

QUICK LINKS

Dept. of Economic 
Development (DED)

State of Missouri

Missouri Business Portal 

Missouri Women's Council

Missouri Women Owned 
Business Network 

 
Missouri LocationOne

MissouriCareerSource.
com

MERIC

Division of Tourism
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time homebuyers to take 
advantage of the credit. 
This program is the first of 
its kind in the nation. 
Read more... 
 
Springfield Becomes 
Home to Confectioners 
Association 
Springfield got a little 
sweeter last month when 
Retail Confectioners 
International (RCI) moved 
its headquarters to town. 
RCI is a not-for-profit trade 
organization for candy 
makers and industry 
suppliers. Springfield local 
resident, Kelly Kennedy 
was hired as executive 
director and was also key 
to RCI's decision. 
Read more... 
 
Chillicothe CDBG Project 
Nears Completion 
A little over five years ago, 
the city of Chillicothe was 
awarded a $488,000 
Community Development 
Block Grant for 
neighborhood 
development. Since that 
time, there have been 19 
homes rehabilitated and 
16 substandard homes 
demolished. Read more... 
 

provide a powerful boost 
to existing workforce 
services. 
Read more... 
 
Career Exploration 
Campaign Targets 
Teens, Parents 
Missouri’s Department of 
Secondary and 
Elementary Education 
(DESE), which partners 
with DWD in the 
MissouriConnections.
org Public Outreach 
Partnership, recently 
embarked on a creative 
way to distribute a public 
service flyer about its new 
career-exploration video 
series, “What’s Your 
Plan?” DESE partnered 
with Taco Bell restaurants 
in mid-Missouri to include 
the flyer in each 
person’s take-out order 
bag. The campaign, which 
coincides with Career and 
Technical Education 
(CTE) Month, is a great 
way to reach the target 
market of the videos and 
the MissouriConnections.
org website: teenagers 
and their parents. Also, in 
observance of CTE Month, 
DESE’s Division of Career 
Education launched a 
statewide radio public 
service announcement 
(PSA) campaign. Listen 
to PSAs... 
. 
 

programs, and the Deluxe 
Corporation Foundation 
has also provided 
$500,000. Read more... 
 
O’Reilly Automotive 
Sales Jump to $3.6B in 
2008 
Springfield-based O’Reilly 
Automotive Inc. reported 
last week that sales for last 
year jumped to $3.58 
billion, compared to $2.52 
billion for 2007. The 
company acquired CSK 
Auto Corp. in July 2008, 
and during the fourth 
quarter opened 27 net new 
stores, converted 51 CSK 
stores to the O’Reilly name 
and merged 19 CSK and 
O’Reilly stores. 
Read more... 
 

Missouri Development 
Finance Board

Missouri Community 
Betterment 

Missouri Community 
Service Commission 

(MCSC)

Missouri Main Street 
Connection

Missouri Arts Council 
 

Economic Development at 
Mizzou 

 
Missouri Procurement and 

Technical Assistance 
Centers (MO PTAC)

Missouri Small Business 
Development Centers 

(SBDC) 

Missouri Small Business 
& Technology 

Development Centers 
(SBTDC) 

(Schedule of training 
seminars at MSU...)

Missouri Economic 
Development Council 

(MEDC)

International Economic  
Development Council 

(IEDC)

 Associated Industries of 
Missouri (AIM)

Missouri Enterprise 
Business Assistance 

Center
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International Seminar Series: Session 3 - "How do I get paid?" 
You’ve received an international inquiry and it looks like you can 
make the sale. But here is what keeps you up at night: How do I 
get paid? On March 18, this session will focus on the financial and 
legal considerations of exporting, providing a general overview of 
key issues such as international methods of payment, financing 
export transactions, trade credit insurance, and intellectual 
property protection. Read more... 

 
China Cargo Hub Gets Boost with Foreign Trade Zone Expansion near Lambert 
The China trade hub received a boost last week as the U.S. 
Department of Commerce gave its approval to expand the St. Louis 
region's Foreign Trade Zone by more than 825 acres. County 
officials say the expansion will advance the ongoing plan to develop 
a Chinese air cargo hub around Lambert-St. Louis International 
Airport. The zone, which is currently limited to 11 acres of 
warehouse space in north St. Louis, will grow to include four large tracts of land 
around Lambert. Read more... 
 
Roeslein & Associates Lands $30M Contract for Plant in Nigeria 

Crestwood-based engineering and construction 
management firm, Roeslein & Associates Inc., has 
landed a $30 million contract to design and help 
construct a $61 million aluminum can plant in Nigeria. 

Roeslein has handled similar pre-assembled, modular projects for 60 can 
manufacturing plants in 18 countries around the world. Read more... 
 

Missouri General 
Assembly

Missouri Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry

  

 

Questions or Comments? 
Please contact: 

 
Jane Holtsman 
(573) 522-1593 

 
or email: 

missourifocus@ded.mo.gov

 

Missouri Department of Economic Development, Business & Community Services 
P.O. Box 118, Jefferson City, MO 65102 

Phone: (573) 751-4962 FAX: (573) 751-7384 
www.missouridevelopment.org
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